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Disclaimer

Concrete Change and Universal Design Solutions have made every 

effort to ensure that the information in this presentation is complete and 

accurate.   However, the authors, funders, reviewers, and contributors 

are not responsible for any errors or omissions and no warranties are 

made or implied.  These persons and their organizations or businesses 

shall not be liable or responsible for any damages or loss arising from 

the information contained in this presentation or its use.  No 

representation is made as to whether the information complies with any 

building code, law or regulation.

The information contained herein is in the nature of general guidance, 

examples and suggestions.  This presentation is not intended to 

substitute for appropriate architectural, engineering or contractor 

advice.  Use of the information herein will require adaptation to 

specified building codes, engineering requirements and safety 

standards which may vary from locality to locality. 



Copyright 

You are encouraged to download this presentation and show it widely.  

However, it is not permitted to substantially imitate the presentation in 

another Power Point or other media.   Nor is it permitted to add or 

remove any text or images without the written permission of the owner 

of the copyright: Concrete Change of  Decatur, Georgia.  Furthermore it 

it is forbidden to charge money for downloads of this presentation,  

Certain images and text supplied to the presentation by contributors 

remain, of course, under their sole ownership. 
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A zero-step entrance consists of :

ÅA stepless path no steeper than 1:12, preferably 

less steep, which leads to the entry door;

ÅA  3ô0òentry door;  and, 

ÅA threshold preferably no higher than ½ inch.



A zero-step entrance is convenientfor allé.



Essentialfor manyé 



éand welcoming to guests.



A well designed zero-step entrance is an amenity.



The number of older people in the USA and worldwide is rising dramatically. 

Two-thirds of all older Americans are likely to become disabled for some 

period, but their homes are ill-prepared to help them maintain their 

independence.



Many people are starting to realize the human and financial wisdom of 

building virtually ALL new homes with basic universal design. 



Visit-ability? 

Universal Design?

Inclusive Home Design? 

EasyLiving Homes?

No matter what the termé.



é a zero-step entrance is fundamental.



ñHow do I create the zero step entrance?ò



This presentation will cover: 

ÅMyths  

ÅBasic Principles of Siting and Grading   

ÅMethods  

ÅCosts    

ÅOther Issues



Throughout, the subject is new homes, not retrofits.



Retrofits of existing homes are often difficult and ungainly, and 

usually costly,  like the long, add-on ramps in these photos.   Thatôs 

another reason to build a zero-step entrance from the beginning.



It is important to impact entrances on speculative 

housing ïnot just individually designed homes.



Currently, nearly all new homes, like the one above,  lack zero-

step entrances.  Access laws cover only a tiny fraction of single-

family houses 


